
How People and Goods Move in Border Communities
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Increasing Pressures on Transportation Systems

Key Insights
Transportation systems shape economic opportunity, equity, and quality of life.
Border and rural communities face unique access and infrastructure
challenges.
Transportation decisions affect household costs, emissions, and regional
growth.
Coordinated, equity-focused planning can reduce costs and strengthen
communities.
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How Transportation Emissions Shape Air Quality in Border
Communities

Rising Emissions
Idling vehicles and freight traffic

increase local pollution and
greenhouse gases.

Community Health
Exposure

Higher risk of asthma, heart
disease, and respiratory illness.

Clean Transportation
Opportunities

EVs, transit, and alternative
fuels can reduce emissions

while supporting jobs.

Infrastructure Strain
Roadways, ports, and transit

systems struggle to keep pace
with demand.
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How Transportation Emissions Create Community Costs
Why Transportation Emissions are a Border Issue

Long wait times and vehicle idling at ports of entry
High freight traffic tied to cross-border trade
Growth in regional population and economic activity
Existing air quality challenges worsened by geography and weather pattrens

What This Means for Regional Economic Development
Efficient, low-emission transportation systems help keep cross-border trade, tourism, and daily commuting reliable and competitive.
Investing early in cleaner vehicles and transportation infrastructure can reduce long-term congestion, fuel, and health-related costs
for businesses and communities.
Clean transportation projects—such as transit expansion, EV charging, and fleet upgrades—can create local construction,
operations, and maintenance jobs.
Improving air quality and reducing traffic impacts helps make the region a healthier, more attractive place to live, work, and invest.

Decision Points Explained
Upgrading ports of entry can reduce congestion, idling, and transportation emissions.
Incentives and infrastructure can help industry adopt cleaner freight options.
Expanding affordable transit and EV access can ensure benefits reach all communities.
Cross-border coordination can reduce emissions and improve regional air quality.
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What This Means for Sustainability Goals
Achieving sustainability goals requires reducing transportation emissions alongside clean energy deployment to deliver meaningful,
long-term emissions reductions.
Investments in clean transportation can improve air quality and public health while supporting state and local climate commitments.
Without coordinated planning, transportation emissions could offset gains made through renewable energy and efficiency efforts.
Sustainable transportation solutions help build more resilient, equitable communities while advancing environmental goals.

What does This Mean for New Mexico's Energy Transition?
Transportation electrification must be coordinated with grid planning so rising electricity demand supports clean energy goals
without increasing costs or reliability risks.
Pairing electric vehicles with renewable energy, storage, and smart charging can reduce emissions while strengthening New
Mexico’s clean energy economy.
Without careful planning, new electric loads may rely on fossil backup generation, slowing progress toward state climate targets.
Policies that prioritize affordability and community benefits can help ensure households and small businesses share in the health
and economic gains of the energy transition.
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