NEW WMEXICO
STATE
e 1T i e
BE BOLD. Shape the Future.”

How Transportation Emissions Shape Air Quality in Border
Communities
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Increasing Pressures on Transportation Systems

Infrastructure Strain Clean Transportation
Roadways, ports, and transit Opportunities
systems struggle to keep pace EVs, transit, and alternative
with demand. fuels can reduce emissions
while supporting jobs.

Key Insights

» Transportation systems shape economic opportunity, equity, and quality of life.

» Border and rural communities face unique access and infrastructure
challenges.

» Transportation decisions affect household costs, emissions, and regional
growth.

» Coordinated, equity-focused planning can reduce costs and strengthen
communities.

https://nmsu.link/CETS


https://nmsu.link/CETS

NE Exco

BE BOLD. Shape the Future.”
Enargy, Minerals and Natural Resources Decartment College of Engineering

How Transportation Emissions Create Community Costs

What does This Mean for New Mexico's Energy Transition?
Transportation electrification must be coordinated with grid planning so rising electricity demand supports clean energy goals
without increasing costs or reliability risks.
Pairing electric vehicles with renewable energy, storage, and smart charging can reduce emissions while strengthening New
Mexico’s clean energy economy.
Without careful planning, new electric loads may rely on fossil backup generation, slowing progress toward state climate targets.
Policies that prioritize affordability and community benefits can help ensure households and small businesses share in the health
and economic gains of the energy transition.

What This Means for Sustainability Goals
Achieving sustainability goals requires reducing transportation emissions alongside clean energy deployment to deliver meaningful,
long-term emissions reductions.
Investments in clean transportation can improve air quality and public health while supporting state and local climate commitments.
Without coordinated planning, transportation emissions could offset gains made through renewable energy and efficiency efforts.
Sustainable transportation solutions help build more resilient, equitable communities while advancing environmental goals.
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