[Company Name]     [Project Title]     [Principal Investigator]     [Topic Number]
(1) Cover Page	Comment by Milica MT Tenic: For Fast-Track there is a 25 page, 12,500 words of text limitation on the Project Narrative, which includes the cover page. Please note that the word limit applies to the text in the body of the Fast Track Project Narrative and does not include words in tables and graphs. Also, sections such as the budget, budget justification, key personnel, and commercialization plan should not be included in the Project Narrative but attached in the appropriate fields for those forms.	Comment by Milica MT Tenic: Provide company-specific and project information including company name and address, principal investigator, project title, topic number, and subtopic letter. 


(2) Proprietary Data Legend	Comment by Milica MT Tenic: (Proprietary Application Information – Trade Secrets, Commercial, or Financial Information) – If applicable, see Part VIII, Section D. If your application contains trade secrets or commercial or financial information, you must include the Notice of Restriction on Disclosure and Use of Data on the first page of your Project Narrative in accordance with guidance under Part VIII, D. Proprietary Application Information – Trade Secrets, Commercial or Financial Information of this FOA. 


(3) Identification and Significance of the Problem or Opportunity, and Technical Approach	Comment by NM FAST: Define the specific technical problem or opportunity addressed by your application. Provide enough background information so that the importance of the problem/opportunity is clear. Indicate the overall technical approach to the problem/opportunity and the part that the proposed research plays in providing needed results.


(4) Anticipated Public Benefits	Comment by NM FAST: Discuss the technical, economic, social, and other benefits to the public as a whole anticipated if the= Phase I and Phase II projects are successful and the project is carried over into Phase III. Identify specific groups in the commercial sector as well as the Federal Government that would benefit from the projected results. Describe the resultant product or process, the likelihood that it could lead to a marketable product, and the significance of the market.

(5) Technical Objectives	Comment by NM FAST: State the specific technical objectives for the Phase I and Phase II research and development. 

(6) Work Plan	Comment by NM FAST: This section should be a substantial part of the technical application. Provide an explicit, detailed description of the Phase I and Phase II research approach and work to be performed. Indicate what will be done in each Phase, the qualifications of the team (principal investigator, key personnel, subcontractors and consultants) to execute the project, where it will be done, and how the work will be carried out.


Link the Work Plan to the Technical Objectives of the proposed project. Discuss methods planned to achieve each objective or task explicitly and in detail. Be sure to address how the research or research and development effort could lead to a product, process, or service in Phase III. Show how the management direction and control of the project will be assured. Regardless of the proportion of the work or funding of each of the performers under the grant, the applicant is to be the grantee with overall responsibility for its performance. 


(7) Performance Schedule	Comment by NM FAST: The Performance Schedule should cover three distinct budget periods – Phase I (typically 9 months, but not less than 6 months) and Phase II (Year 1 and Year 2; up to 12 months each). The Phase I budget period may not exceed 9 months; however, the budget period may not be less than 6 months. Any application that proposes less than a 6-month Phase I budget period will be revised upward to 6 months by DOE. 

Due to the nature of the Fast-Track program, the DOE will not grant any no-cost extensions of work during the Phase I budget period. Funding for the 2nd and 3rd budget periods of Phase II will be contingent on the demonstration of adequate progress as described in the required progress reports, which must be submitted two months prior to the end of each budget period. Progress reports will be evaluated against DOE programmatic priorities and the availability of funds. Funding requests for each of the two budget periods in Phase II should not exceed one-half of the maximum Phase II grant amount as noted in the respective Phase I topics document. Exceptions to this will be allowed but must be thoroughly justified in the accompanying Budget Justification form. Please state in the Performance Schedule section if the project will be completed in less than 33 months. Briefly describe the important milestones to be achieved in each budget period and the estimated amount of time for completing each task described in the Work Plan. 

(8) Facilities/Equipment	Comment by NM FAST: Describe available equipment and physical facilities necessary to carry out the Fast-Track effort. Equipment is defined as an article of tangible, nonexpendable, personal property, including exempt property, charged directly to the grant, having a useful life of more than one year and an acquisition cost of $5,000 per unit or more. Items of equipment to be leased or purchased must be described and justified in this section. Title to equipment purchased under this grant lies with the government. It may be transferred to the grantee where such transfer would be more cost effective than recovery of the property by the government. Grantees wishing to obtain title should contact their contract specialist prior to project completion for the procedure to follow to make such a request. If the equipment, instrumentation, and facilities are not the property of the applicant and are not to be purchased or leased, the source must be identified and their availability and expected costs
specifically confirmed in this section. A principal of the organization that owns or operates the facilities/equipment must provide written verification regarding the availability and cost of facilities/equipment and any associated technician cost. Small businesses may get credit for obtaining this equipment as an in-kind Phase II commercial contribution.


American-Made—To the extent possible in keeping with the overall purposes of the program, only American-made equipment and products should be purchased with the funds provided by the financial assistance under the Fast-Track grants.


(9) Research Institution (RI)	Comment by NM FAST: If the grant application contains formal collaboration with an RI (required for STTR, optional for SBIR), 

(1) identify the name and address of the institution,
the name, phone number, and email address of the certifying official from the RI, and the total dollar amount of the subcontract; 
(2) describe in detail the work to be done by this RI in
the Work Plan section; and 
(3) provide a detailed cost estimate including costs for labor, equipment, and materials, if any, as well as a specific statement certifying that they have agreed to serve in the manner and to the extent described in the Work Plan section of the application.


The RI will be considered a subcontractor to the small business applicant. The RI must provide a Letter of Commitment (LOC) on official letterhead from an authorized representative of the RI, which commits the institution to participate in the project as described in the grant application. The LOC should be attached as an “Other Attachment” in field 12, on the Research & Related Other Project Information form. If selected for a grant, participation of the RI will be verified by the DOE contracting officer.

(10) Other Consultants and Subcontractor	Comment by NM FAST: Involvement of consultants or subcontractors in the
project is permitted provided the work is performed in the United States. If consultants and/or subcontractors are to be used, this section of the application must identify them by name, identify whether the party is being proposed as a consultant versus as a subcontractor, and should provide Letters of Commitment (LOC) from an authorized representative of the consultants and/or subcontractors. 

The LOC must provide a detailed cost estimate, including costs for labor, equipment, and materials, if any, for the consultant or subcontractor, as well as a specific statement certifying that the consultant(s) or subcontractor(s) have agreed to serve in the manner and to the extent described in the Work Plan section of the grant application. Each letter must be on official letterhead with an authorizing representative’s contact information provided and submitted as an “Other Attachment” to the application. If selected for a grant, the DOE contracting officer will verify the participation of any subcontractor(s) and/or consultant(s) and will require budget and budget explanations for subcontractors and verification of the rates for consultants.


(11) Phase II Funding Commitment	Comment by Milica MT Tenic: Commercial Contribution [OPTIONAL] – 

While not a requirement to obtain Phase II funding, applicants are strongly encouraged to submit Fast- Track commitments from the private sector or from non-SBIR/STTR funding sources, which will be considered as part of the evaluation criterion on “Impact”. Add as an attachment in field 12, “Other Attachments”, on this form. 

(12) Phase III Follow-On Funding Commitment	Comment by Milica MT Tenic: [OPTIONAL] – 

Applicants are encouraged to submit a Phase III follow-on funding commitment, which will be considered as part of the evaluation criterion on Impact. The commitment must be signed by a person with the authority to make it, indicate when the funds will be made available, and contain specific technical objectives, which if achieved in Phase II, will make the commitment exercisable by the applicant. If the commitment is firm regardless of technical objectives achieved, it should state so. The commitment may include: (1) third party financing; (2) self-financing (in which case the applicant must demonstrate the ability to provide the Phase III funding); (3) state or local government financing; or (4) Federal funding. In-kind contributions are allowed; however, the applicant or donor must estimate the dollar value of any in-kind contribution. The Phase III funding cannot be contingent on obtaining a patent because of the length of time this process requires. The Phase III commitment must be submitted with the Phase II application as a separate attachment. Add as an attachment in field 12, “Other Attachments”, on this form. You should also reference it in the technical proposal in the “Work Plan” Section.

(13) Bibliography & References Cited	Comment by Milica MT Tenic: (Field 9 on this form)- Include this information, if any, in the Fast-Track Project Narrative. Bibliography and References Cited count against the Fast- Track Project Narrative 25-page limit. Do not attach a file in this field.

(14) Facilities & Other Resources	Comment by Milica MT Tenic: (Field 10 on this form)- Include this information, if any, in the Project Narrative. Do not attach a file in this field.

(15) Equipment	Comment by Milica MT Tenic: (Field 11 on this form)- Include this information, if any, in the Project Narrative. Do not attach a file in this field.
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